
Washington’s Priority Climate Action Plan

View the full PCAP:  
bit.ly/WA-CPRG-PCAP

What’s in the Priority Climate Action Plan?
The PCAP focuses on near-term, high-priority GHG measures that largely build 
upon actions that are already incorporated into state and local/jurisdictional 
policies and plans. The PCAP is not a comprehensive approach to Washington’s 
GHG reduction strategy; that strategy will be addressed in the CCAP.  
The PCAP includes:

1.	 Washington’s latest GHG Inventory, measuring carbon dioxide (CO2), 
methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O), and other GHGs emitted in the state. 
Despite significant economic and population growth in recent decades, 
Washington’s GHG emissions have held relatively steady.

2.	 Priority GHG reduction measures across five sectors, shown below. 
These 12 priority actions can be implemented within the next 5-6 years, will 
help reduce GHG emissions and harmful air pollution, and will maximize 
the benefits of climate action in overburdened communities in Washington. 

Relative to 2005, the 
metric tons of CO2e per 
million dollars of Gross 
Domestic Product 
(GDP) declined 51% and 
the CO2e per capita has 
declined 15%.

Refrigerant reduction of small 
medium grocery stores
Decarbonizing campus energy 
systems
Organics management  
Scrap and replace fossil fuel 
powered commercial vehicles  
Marine terminal electrification  

Complete streets to walk, cycle, 
and roll to access transit systems
Reduce emissions of fleets for 
rural and special needs transit
Enable decarbonization of rail 
infrastructure
Electrify municipal and tribal fleets 
including expansion of electric 
vehicle charging

Mode shift from trucking to water 
transportation to reduce vehicles 
miles travelled
Support tribal energy sovereignty 
through Tribal Clean Energy grants
Fund anaerobic digesters

Washington State Priority Climate Action Plan Measures
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The State of Washington’s Priority 
Climate Action Plan (PCAP) supports 
investment in policies, practices, and 
technologies that reduce pollutant 
emissions, create high-quality jobs, 
spur economic growth, and enhance the 
quality of life for all Washingtonians.

This plan was developed as a part of the Climate Pollution 
Reduction Grant Program (CPRG), a federal funding opportunity 
created through the Inflation Reduction Act and run through the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Phase 1 of the 
CPRG includes $3 million in funding for the PCAP, followed by a 
Comprehensive Climate Action Plan (CCAP), and a Status Report 
and Update that outlines strategic actions for reducing greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions and other harmful air pollutants.
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GET INVOLVED:

Visit our 
webpage: 
bit.ly/
CommerceCPRG 

CONTACT: 

Dina Geiszler (she/her),  
Climate Pollution Reduction 
Grant Program Manager

dina.geiszler@
commerce.wa.gov

STAY INFORMED: 

	‣ Join our Energy Update list 
for program updates:  
public.govdelivery.
com/accounts/WADOC/
subscriber/new?pop=t

	‣ Attend 2024 quarterly 
meetings: April 29th,  
July 29th, October 28th

What’s in the Priority Climate Action Plan? 
(continued)
3.	 Low-Income and Disadvantage Communities 

(LIDAC) benefits analysis, which identifies key benefits 
to LIDACs included in each priority measure, such as support 
for small businesses, improved air quality, infrastructure 
upgrades, and more.

4.	 Workforce planning analysis, which looks at the high-
quality jobs that will be created during implementation of the 
priority measures and details strategies and commitments 
to ensure job quality, strong labor standards, and a diverse, 
highly skilled workforce. 

5.	 Climate Pollution Reduction Grant next steps, 
including CCAP development, which will explore all sectors 
and GHG emissions within the state. With the PCAP 
complete, Washington now has an opportunity to apply 
for additional (Phase 2) CPRG implementation funds to 
implement the 12 priority GHG reduction measures.

Who Participated in PCAP Development?
The Washington Department of Commerce led development of the 
PCAP with support from the Department of Ecology and a wide range 
of collaborators statewide, including tribal governments, other state 
agencies, metropolitan planning organizations, economic development 
organizations, environmental advocates, industry and agricultural 
associations, community-based organizations, elected officials, 
Washington state residents, and more.

Next Steps: Get Involved!
Throughout 2024 and 2025, the state will continue engaging with local 
governments, subject matter experts, tribes, the general public, and 
others to collaboratively build the Comprehensive Climate Action Plan 
and ensure a strong policy framework for the near-term and long-term 
climate pollution reduction actions that are identified by Washington 
communities.

Future engagement opportunities will be announced soon. In the 
meantime, interested residents, businesses, nonprofits, tribes, and local 
jurisdictions are encouraged to follow CPRG activities by visiting the 
program website and subscribing to Commerce Energy Updates.
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